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he beat him, sometimes he cherished him and all availed
not, for he would rather go backward than forward* Then
this man set a sharp pair of spurs on his heels and rode on
the horse's back to make him pull, and it was never the
better. When the man saw it would work in no way, he
set up this horse again in the stable, and gave him corn, 6a
and he ate well and freshly. And later he took the other
horse and put him in the mill, and like his fellow did, so
did he, for he would not draw for anything the man might
do. Then the man forsook his service and would no longer
remain with the aforesaid creature. Anon, it was noised
about the town of N... that neither man nor beast would
serve the said creature.

Then some said she was accursed; some said God took
open vengeance on her; some said one thing and some
said another. Some wise men, whose minds were more
grounded in the love of Our Lord, said that it was the
high mercy of Our Lord Jesus Christ that called her from
the pride and vanity of the wretched world.

Then this creature, seeing all these adversities corning
on every side, thought they were the scourges of Our
Lord that would chastise her for her sin. Then she asked
God's mercy, and forsook her pride, her covetousness,
and the desire that she had for the worship of the world,
and did great bodily penance, and began to enter the way
of everlasting life as shall be told hereafter*
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